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American Capitalism

Essay Two
Brave New World

If private business is to exist then the distribution of wealth must be made even, community prosperity must be emphasized, and quality health care and education must be promised to all individuals.  If these priorities are upheld then communism, which deprives individuals of personal accomplishments, is unnecessary.  For this new way of life to come into fruition some drastic measures must be taken immediately, with larger goals steadfastly worked toward.


The first step in creating a happier, healthier, more productive society is the redistribution of wealth.  Extreme wealth and extreme poverty must be abolished.  The richest ten percent of Americans must be taxed immediately.  These households all make more than $100,000 per year.  Because $100,000 is not a lot of money compared to the annual incomes of the thousand richest families, the richest ten percent will not be taxed equally.  Those who made between $100,000 and $1,000,000 in the previous fiscal year will pay the federal government an additional thirty percent of their income post-taxation.  Those who made between $1,000,000 and $10,000,000 will pay an additional sixty percent under the same circumstances.  All who made over $10,000,000 in the previous fiscal year will be made to pay eighty percent of their income post-taxation in addition to fifty percent of their total net worth if this amounts to over $10,000,000.  This taxation is to apply to all taxpayers living in the United States within a year prior to this plan’s announcement in order to collect money from anyone who flees the country after the announcement and anyone who might have possibly heard about it and fled before the official announcement.  The point of this heavy taxation is to reintegrate the elite back into society, forever abolishing disproportionate representation.  This initial taxation is to ignore the number of heads in a household on the premise that the government certified poverty level income for a family of four is $17,000; however, future taxes will vary depending on size of family.  The bottom ninety percent are not to be taxed immediately, but are to be informed that future taxation will be more severe due to new and refined government programs that will benefit all.  Within a short while people will be happy to pay more taxes because of the quality of free services the government readily provides for them.


One such government reform is universal health care.  Providing all individuals, despite their financial and medical history, with affordable or free quality health care will be the chief government expense.  The doctors, nurses, and other personnel are to be the most skilled and honest formerly private medical workers.  Because of their importance to the public they are to be the best paid workers in society, but they are not to be extremely wealthy.  Therefore a maximum wage of five times the minimum wage is to be in place.  These wages will vary with the economy, but because a stable economy is ideal these wage rates will not fluctuate too much.  The minimum wage will in fact be a “living wage,” an hourly pay that can comfortably provide for a family of four with no exceptions.


Privatization is to be abolished both in hospitals and prisons.  Medical checkups and surgeries are not to be for profit, nor are prisoners to be exploited for private businesses.  Prisons will be redirected toward rehabilitation, not punishment or commercial exploitation.  There will be government-subsidized employment opportunities in prison, but the central focus will be higher education and skill development, both physical and mental.  Crime prevention and community intervention will also be stressed in the new system, with programs designed to stop street crime at its source by re-instituting values and providing productive outlets for aggression and frustration.  Crime should be on the decline regardless due to generally improved living conditions.  Drug dependence and psychiatric problems are to be addressed and corrected through therapy.  Furthermore, the “war on drugs” is to be aborted.  This has been an enormous waste of tax money and has proved to unfairly target racial and ethnic minorities.  Perpetrators of “victimless” crimes such as drug use are to be sentenced to rehabilitation centers for durations determined by the amount of substance found, type of drug, and the user’s history with drugs.  With a maximum wage in place, attorneys will become more affordable to people on trial.  This should mean that less innocent people will go to prison, sentences will better fit the crimes, and racism will be eliminated from the judicial system.  In short, justice against criminals will be more fair, while not necessarily more lenient.  The number of people in prison, especially African-Americans and Latinos, should drastically decrease under these new conditions.  With a more streamlined judicial process and less prisoners, less money will be spent on the prison system than before.


A smaller amount of tax money is to go to the election system.  Soft and hard money contributions are to be abolished, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that hard money contributions are an expression of free speech.  Campaigns are to be financed at a minimized cost, providing all candidates with equal money to work with and equal opportunity to participate in televised and non-televised debates, run advertisements, and hold rallies in public buildings.  Parties are to be given government funding after receiving one percent of the vote in a previous presidential election, not five percent.  This will create a multi-party political system that will best represent the diverse interests and identities of Americans.  Victories are to be determined by the popular vote, not the archaic electoral college system created to serve the agricultural era.


Education is to be the next largest expense after universal health care.  Public schools must be on par with the best schools of Europe and Asia.  Teachers are to be the second highest paid members of society after doctors.  They will have extensive benefits such as a generous and long lasting retirement plan, and paid sick days and summers.  They will also have positions on the executive boards of their schools, from kindergarten through graduate school.  With extensive training, generous salaries, benefits, and executive power, teachers will live up to their potential and educate students to the best of their abilities.


Schools, prisons, hospitals, parks, libraries, courthouses, and sewer systems will be refurnished with tax money and made as safe and pristine as possible.  In addition, programs for the arts will be given a sizable amount of tax money by the government.  This includes free music lessons at YMCA centers, buildings for painters, government funded summer and weekend plays in local communities, and more.  Sports programs are also to be funded generously, especially since competition between businesses and workers will be de-emphasized.  Most of the airwaves will be taken back from billion dollar media giants and given to communities.  Community radio will become a part of everyone’s lives, allowing anyone an outlet to play music they like, discuss pertinent issues, or broadcast local sports games and lectures.  Television networks will proliferate and licenses will become significantly cheaper to purchase, ensuring a more diverse media that caters to the interests of the majority and remains honest, unlike the brainwashing rhetoric of the corporate-dominated networks of today.


Although capitalism is to remain alive through private businesses, federal, state, and local government will take unprecedented measures to provide equal employment opportunities for all, as well as opportunities for people to start their own businesses.  Workers’ rights are to be expanded in ways other than the minimum wage; national worker health and safety regulations are to be upheld with no exceptions and employers who provide generous benefits to their workers will be rewarded by the government with tax breaks.  Workers will not be ensured jobs at private businesses but they will be promised lifelong assistance from the government in finding employment.  Furthermore, anti-discrimination legislation will be modified to better protect workers and severely punish companies who violate employees’ civil and human rights.  Companies employing illegal aliens directly or through outside contracts are to be fined heavily.  Although labor unions will be far less necessary under these new conditions, the rights to form and participate in unions will be protected by law and opposition to unionization by employers will be met with steep fines and license revocations.


To ensure a strong national economy, large businesses that expand overseas will be penalized with severe taxation.  Globalization, with the exception of certain agricultural products and raw materials, is to be abolished because of the immoral profit schemes and economic instability inherent to it.  Ending trade with other countries will initially result in an uproar of international outcry.  Many countries are dependent on American products.  However, this should compel these countries to begin producing refined products on their own, which would improve their lives significantly.  With money out of the question, international relations will eventually be better than ever and the world might never see another large-scale war.  Nations will continue to trade culture in form of the arts and indigenous foods and raw materials but they will become economically independent.  Production in the United States will occur at a national level and be sold at a local level.  Production and consumption will occur at a local level whenever possible.


I believe the best employment system is the worker co-operative.  Hierarchy in the workplace causes problems; ownership and management should be communal.  To begin the process, a professional organization should build and develop co-operative businesses.  After this they should hire a full staff of employees from the community and give them all an equal percentage of profits (the founding organization should also have a stake).  The organization should then move on to create new co-ops.  The co-op owners should do every job, including jobs reserved for the “owning class” such as book keeping.  Every worker should have an equal say in the operation of the co-op; this should be done through daily or weekly board meetings where everyone discusses the co-op’s latest happenings as unpaid “board directors.”  With all workers paid an equal share and the products they create and refine theirs to sell, workers should be at their happiest and most diligent.  This is the pinnacle of efficiency and worker satisfaction.  A breakdown of profit that has already proven successful and efficient in co-operatives is: seventy percent worker salary, twenty percent reserve, and ten percent to go to the community.  This ought to encourage continued patronage.  In addition to citizen pledges to buy the co-op’s goods, companies should form agreements to buy each other’s products.  However, companies should make sure not to exploit capitalism; prices should remain fixed and in proportion to their production costs, despite economic success.  All of this theoretically guarantees a vibrant and sustainable community-based economy, which provides for the well-being of all Americans.


Additional tax money will go toward social security so that the elderly are provided for, whether or not they have a retirement plan.  Money will also be pooled into affordable housing programs and protecting the environment, especially pristine wilderness areas.


This plan is designed to benefit all aspects of the human experience.  Heavy taxation greatly de-emphasizes monetary wealth, altering the perception of what it means to be successful in America.  Extremes in wealth and poverty are eliminated for the comfort of everyone.  There are some major questions lingering, such as what the United States should do about existing third world debt and how to encourage businesses to operate in America.  I think a summit with major world leaders would solve the former problem, and continued experimentation in financial incentives would aid the ladder problem.  I think this new economic system would lead to a substantially happier and healthier population and eliminate most problems existing today.

